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A new series about mind readers from a New York Times and USA Today bestselling

authorEveryone thinks Iâ€™m a genius.Everyone is wrong. Sure, I finished Harvard at eighteen and

now make crazy money at a hedge fund. But thatâ€™s not because Iâ€™m unusually smart or

hard-working.Itâ€™s because I cheat.You see, I have a unique ability. I can go outside time into my

own personal version of realityâ€”the place I call â€œthe Quietâ€•â€”where I can explore my

surroundings while the rest of the world stands still.I thought I was the only one who could do

thisâ€”until I met her.My name is Darren, and this is how I became entangled with all the Russians

and learned that Iâ€™m a Reader.
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Darren is a young man with the ability to step out of his body into a frozen mock-up of the world

called the Quiet. While there, he can manipulate any physical object he desires to gather



information, but upon exiting he returns to the real world at the exact moment he left it, and none of

the physical changes take hold. Thus, he can explore as much of the world as he want in what

amounts to a paused state, reading entire novels and rifling through a hundred peopleâ€™s pockets

in what to us is less than a millisecond. The novel kicks off when he discovers a young woman in an

Atlantic City casino who shares this power.Although the book has an interesting hook and is a

snappy read, it feels more like an extended introduction than a full length novel. Too much time gets

spent explaining Darrenâ€™s powers and fleshing out the world. Besides Darren, none of the

characters amount to anything more than shallow caricatures. Finally, the novel reaches an abrupt

climax that solidifies the sense that itâ€™s a lengthy introduction to a longer book.For most of the

novel, the reader is either being told how Darrenâ€™s powers work, how people with his powers fit

into the world, or the motivations and backgrounds of the various characters. It felt like reading a

dossier concerning the world rather than a story set within it.Even when thereâ€™s action, itâ€™s

constantly broken up by trips to the Quiet. Rather than walking the reader through every one, it

would have been more interesting to show us the results without telling us what Darren had learned.

He could use the information and then let the reader in on what it was in the first place, or just hint at

it.
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